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Aigging « woll upon Mr. Browning’s farm, 
some-miles west of, Contropolie, and ‘iiithe 
{| Ditunock neighbor , coma into te atty 












expertence injitaksas, { am prepare 
Ps wee lo lvelthe fur Heat tie - 


Hb ‘de , P ~ ‘| wittita lot-of peowtar.minorst-“spectinons, 
tng Tana tn th patate, fake G. s IB. A A IE WN WN pi § Ss 9 = }| These specimens were submitted to-many] 


Norgsong, nearly -all: offwhoms pronounced 
Wipecedary ; {them sliver oro, {Mnally, Mr. Clarke, of tho 
Clty ‘Poadary;\and Dr. Goo. Brown, deug- 
1879, gist, submitted a portion of the ore to ohém- 
ical testa, aud both unrororvedly pronounced 
‘tho game ‘almost ‘purc*platinun. ‘This‘an- 
jNouncenent has created quite ax excitomont; 
‘}4n' our city, as this’ mital Is worth morg per: 
ounce: than: golds It ts largely used in. alll: 
eloctri¢~inatruments, and+-fs-am- essentias|- 
clement to the, suocess of Prof. Edison’s 
famous clectrii light. In tnet,’ Mr. Cdlionys 
ag offered $25,000 roward-for.the diavovery{t 
of ‘this metal in‘anything dike largetpranth|: 
ties, + efits a ge esa td 
| For 'the hirformation of-“our renders wt) 
[Biv 6 adpbeaogs tdi Ohanbory’Knoyolopredis|i 
F, 7 Lhog shud othor svorks, ‘upen the qublity, dogeripel) 
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ton and péouHarlttes of thls metat:. 
‘|. Wobstorisives tofollowing descriptions 


‘| @Poat-t-NOUM, or POATENUA. A mothl} 
-Jof the voor Of-ailvers but legs bright. Tey]: 
ipapediii¢ -gravityds 20, and insy be-ancrtaged 
‘Thy heat nnd pressure to 21,5.° [tie nurder 
‘{tiaw-iron; undergoca'no alterattor: in'nt, 
‘|reststs the actton of acids, f4 very auctilo, 
and‘tapablo | oft belug rolled into. very: thin 
: Plates. It is the-beavicst und least expansl- 
te of the motata? ; 
‘}) Fn Clave, nceyclopedhviws tttd: the 
followings: 0 \ oe a He 
‘}  DLAFINUA-s one of thenoblo metals, 
iJ which -Inay Lo obtalnedtn mord forme than 
jJoue, It 1s only found in the native state, 
{usually-oceurring {0 small -glistoning gran- 
re ‘jttos of a atcel-gray colory which always con- 
‘{taing an admixture, in-virying proporttons; 
of sevérak otliér’ niétaly; most ‘ofowhich ara 
rarely found except tn assoclution with pla- 
dinum, Sometimes, howatan, it oevuys 1 
Ingres -of the size of a pigcon’s egg, und 
y pidocs wetgliug ten, ot eyen twonty pounds, 
ave ocenblonally been found. Ithas so far 
only been tound: in payingt qyareities tir 
Columbuy, California, Oregon, Spain;! Aus. 
trallvand Russia, here are Lut two meth. 
:/ods of obtaining platinum fu tho torm of 
Boe Cel iJingots froin tlio ore, 1. o:, After tho-removal 
. jot tho metala assoviated \ritli-the platinum, 
: by Ue successive actidn of nitric-and hydro. 
chloric’ acids, Tho platinuin itself.ia dia- 
‘Jeolved {a ‘aqua regio, from’ whioh ‘itis pre- 
cipitated« by-a solution’ of sal ammonia, in 
tho form dof t sparingly solublo-double sult 
{a'his salt is washed aud heated to.redness, 
and the ‘chlorine and ummonia. expelled; 
leaving the metal in the form of. gray; 
spongy soft muss, known. na spongy vlati- 
num. (tis thon iitely powdered;.and:slinped 
by intonso-pressure into a- waas, then OX 
posed to' Intenso heat in w wind furnace, 
and formed into ingots by hammering upon 
its two onds, * * * [Tho othor.method 
fy too Jorg for nublitation:{n? te! Nunva:] 
‘| Platinum’ exhibits a blulsh-whi.e metalic 
lustre; {tis excoedingly malleable and duos 
tile; und ‘is vory infusible, melting-only bo- 
fore tho oxylydvogen blow-plpe, or in u vary, 


used for vents for the Wi 
late years.” es } 

tn Attileld’s Chemistry we tind’ the follow- 
ing: : Plt Pa Tae aed 
' “Platinum, like: gold, usually. ocouresto 
uaturo in tho fraa: atateythe chiet source’ of 
supply boing Mexico, Brazil,aud Siberiac It 
is separated «from! alluvial soil by washing, 
‘The chiet use of platinumis in the construc. 
tion of foil, wire,’ crucibles, spatulaa, cap- 
Stiles, ovaporating.dishoa,. and. stills ‘for. 
chomlcal: manufietwro; “The-chamical paal- 
tlon'of'platinum {s cloae to that of igolds-1t 
{s\hard, ‘fusible withiigroat diflou ty;-not™ 
dissolved by hydrochloric, nitric’ or'stiphu- 
ric noida: and on tly affeoted ‘by alka: 
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1879. Patents (D-79-029) 


This folder contains correspondence to and from Edison's patent attorneys, 
along with other correspondence relating to patent applications, patent litigation, 
and other patent matters. Included also are other patent-related documents, such 
as patent applications, caveats, preliminary statements, and a few printed patents. 


Approximately 90 percent of the documents have been filmed. The following 
categories of documents have not been filmed: duplicate copies of correspondence; 
printed copies of Edison's U.S. patents (see Thomas A. Edison Papers Microfilm 
Edition, Part _I, reels 1-2); copies of Edison's claims; other inventors’ claims, 
specifications, and patents; correspondence and other documents concerning non- 
Edison patents, except when they relate directly to Edison and his work; routine 
bills and receipts from patent attorneys; routine correspondence from patent 
attorneys regarding accounts and fees. 


Application files for Edison's domestic and foreign patents can be found in 
the Patent Series. 
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1879. Patents - Patent Bill (D-79-030) 


This folder contains correspondence about a congressional bill concerning 
changes in U.S. patent law. 


All the documents have been filmed. 
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1879. Phonograph - General (D-79-031) 


This folder contains correspondence relating to possible uses and 
improvements of the phonograph. There are also two letters concerning the estate 
of James James and his contract with Edison. 


All the documents have been filmed except for a translated article from La 
Nature relating to the work of M. Lambrigot. 
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1879. Phonograph - Edison Speaking Phonograph Company (D-79-032) 


This folder contains correspondence, agreements, legal statements, and other 
documents relating to the business of the Edison Speaking Phonograph Company, 
which was formed in 1878. Much of the correspondence is by Edison's associates, 
Edward H. Johnson and Uriah H. Painter. Related material can be found in the 
Records of the Edison Speaking Phonograph Company (‘/ompany Records Series). 


All the documents have been filmed except for duplicate copies of 
correspondence. 
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From JAMES REDPATH, Gen'l Manager Edison Sp ing Phonograph Exhibitions. 
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THE RDISON SPEAKING PIONOGRAPH CO, 
Contract with T. A. Edison. 





“This Memorandum of Agrecment, 


“Entered into this thirticth day of January, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-cight, by and between 
Tuomas A. Eptson, of Menlo Park, Middlesex 
county, State of New Jersey, party of the first 
part, and Garpixrr G. Husnanp, of Boston,  _ 
State of Massachusetts, G. L. Brapney, of Provi- parties to 
dence, State of Rhode Island; Cras. A. Cungver, CU 
of the city, county and State of New York; TH11- 
borne LL, Roosrvert, of the city, county and State 
of New York, and U, II. Parnren, of West Chester, 

State of Pennsylvania, partics of the second part, 
witnesseth : 


“Whereas, The said party of the first part is the 
inventor of a new method for recording and repro- 
ducing therefrom the human voice-and other sounds, 
by causing such sounds to vibrate a mobile body, the 
movements of which are recorded by indentation, dis- parons n- 
placement, subtraction from or deposit upon ANY Spenelni 
material, and the reproduction of the movements of PMevograph. 
such mobile body, by causing its record or a copy 
thereof to give motion to another or the same body, 
and which is more particularly set forth in the specifi- 
cations of his patent for which he did apply for, in the 
United States Patent Office, December 15th, 1877; 
and, 


‘Wuereas, The said parties of the second part are 
desirous of engaging in the business of manufacturing 
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or having manufactured und selling within the United 
States of America, the Phonographic apparatus and 
method invented by the party of the first part for every 
purpose to which it can or may be applied, except to 
watches, clocks, toys of every description : 


“Therefore, beit agreed, thatfor and in consideration 
of the sum of ten thousand dollars in hand, paid to the 


Consideration said party of the first part, the receipt of which is 
oe hereby acknowledged, and for other and furthervaluable . 


considerations, stipulations and agreements hereinafter 
set forth, the said Edison grants to the said parties 
of the second part, collectively but not individually, 


‘ the sole and exclusive license and right to manufac- 


ture, or cause to be manufactured and sell, within the 
United States of America only, and for consumption 
and use in the United States of America only, and not 
for export, consumption or use in’ any foreign country, 
The Phonetic apparatus, covered by the application 
dated December 15th, 1877, as herein set forth, for 
every purpose to which it may be applied, except 
clocks, and watches, and toys, certain rights and license 


to manufacture and sell within the United States the © 


said invention of the anid party of the first part when 
applied to clocks and watches having previous to this 
contract been grmited by the said Edison jvintly to 
Daniel N. Somers, of the city, county and State of 
New York, and H. S. Davies, of Brooklyn, Kings 
county, State of New York, 2 copy of which contract 
is hereto annexed, and certain rights and licenses to 
manufacture, and sell within the United States the 
Phonetic apparatus of the said Edison when applied to 
toys for the use of children, granted by the said Edison 
to Oliver D, Russell, of the city, county and State of 
New York, previous to this contract, a copy of which 
is also hereto annexed, which contracts, rights and 
licenses the said parties of the second part hereby 
agree to accept, from and recognize as not herein 
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granted to them (the said right and liconses hereby 
granted to), the said parties of the second part, and 
this contract is to continue during the existence of the 
patent, providing, however, that the said parties of the 
second part do separately or collectively, within one 


- year from the date hereof, furnish for the purpose of 


the said business a capital of not less than fifty thousand 
dollars, to be used for the sole object of manufacturing 
and selling the Phonographic apparatus of the said 
Edison, within the United States, and to build up a 
permanent business in the manufacture and sale of 
such apparatus; and the parties of the second part 


Longth 
contract. 


Capital to be 
furnished, 


shall woll.and truly pay to the said Edison twenty percent. parsons 
on the actual. selling price of all apparatus or articles Po¥sly- 
made, sold or dclivered, and shall make truc and Report 


correct returns under oath, on or. before the fifteenth 
day of each and every month, of all sales of such 
apparatus made and sold or delivered during the 
previous month, and allow the said Edison to have 
access to the books and accounts at all reasonable 


. tines. It is expressly agreed and understood by the 


said parties of the second part, that the main consid- sfatn con- 
sideration. 


eration to the said Edison in this contract, is the 
twenty per cent. royalty on the actual selling price of 
all apparatus containing the Phonetic invention of the 
srid Edison, to be paid by them, the snid parties of the 
second part to the said party of the first part, promptly 
and at the time herein mentioned, and that the sum of 
ten thousand dollars paid to the said Edison is the 
consideration to the said Edison to enter into this con- 
tract, and grant the exclusive privileges herein set 
forth to the said parties of the second part. 


reqalred. 


“Tt is, however, understood and agreed, that the said ratson's 


sum of ten thousand dollars is to be used by the enid 
Edison to perfect the said Phonographic invention so 
as to render it of great practical value for many uses, 
such as the reproduction of speeches and musical com- 





obligations. 
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positions. If the said ‘Edison shall not, within one 
year from the date hereof, succeed in so developing 
and perfecting » satisfactory upparatus for dictating 
lettors or reproducing musical compositions, then, in 
that case, the partics of the second part shall have the 

aPuoniae, privilege of terminating this agreement, upon written . 
notice to the party of the first part to that cftcet, and 
this agreement shall then cense and become null and 
void, providing the said Edison shall, at the time of 
receiving said notice, or within fifteen days therenfter, 
pay to the party of the second part the sum of eight 
thousand ($8000) dollars. In the event of the said 
Edison, upon such notice, failing to pay the eight 
thousand dollars, as herein above stated, then, and in 
that ease, this agreement shall continue in force the 
game as if said notice had not’been given by the party 
of the second part, I¢ is further agreed that if the said* 
Edison shall not return to the party of the second 
part cight thousand dollars ($8,000), as hereinbefore 
provided for, the said party of the second part shall 
still have the right to terminate this agreement. 


pitigencoto “ It ig further agreed that they, the snid parties of the 
Ticwusees, second part, will use reasonable diligence in prose- 
cuting ‘and establishing 8 permanent business for the 
salo of such apparatus in the United States as herein 


provided. 


“Tt ig farther agreed that if tho enid parties of the 
Fotture to re-eecond part fail to render a true and correct monthly 


Edt : 
portio maison statement of all sales for each und every month during 


the continuance of this contract, as herein provided, 
after the manufacture and sale of the article has com- 
Follureto pay menced, or fails to pny the royalty of twenty per cent. 
on the selling prico of all articles or apparatus contain- 
ing tho invention of the said Edison, as aforesaid, at 
the periods herein mentioned, or do not use reasonable 
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* diligence in establishing and prosecuting the business 


of making and selling such apparatus within the United 
States, then the said Edison shall have the right to 
terminate this agreoment, and it shall be null and void, 
and all rights and licenses and the said parties of tho 
second part shall have no claims upon the said Edison 
for any money that may have been paid to him. 


“Tt is further agreed that if at the expiration of one 
year from the date hereof, the said parties of the second putea inte 
part shall have failed to furnish fifty thousand dollars fortelted ir 
($50,000) jor the purposes afuresuid, then the said pala up| year 
Edison shall have the right to terminate this agree- 
ment, but shall have no further claim upou the said 
purties of the second part. 

“Tt is further agreed that the said Edison will, at his 
own expense, protect, as far as lays within his power, gaison to de 
the anid invention from piracy or infringement, and all "4 Fates 
improvements upon apparatus for the recording and 
reproducing of the human voice or other sounds, except 
when such improvements relate to and are for specific 
use in telegraphy, and solely adapted thereto, and 
clocks, watches and toys aforesaid, which may be zrtcensreshave 
made by the said Edison, within seventeen years from Wyuments” 
the date hereof, are to come within the provisions of 
this contract, and the said Edison is to reecive the 
percentage before mentioned, upon all articles con- 
taining said improvements. 


“To enable the said Edison to receive a just and 
equitable consideration, through the medium of the 
twenty per cent. royalty to be paid him, it is hereby seuting price. 
expressly agreed that the minimum selling price for 
each and every appuratus for the recording and repro- 
duction of the human voice or musical sounds, shall 
not be Jess than eighty dollars; but, if at any future 
time it can be shown to the satisfaction of the said 
Edison, that it would be advantageous to both parties 
to this contract to sell ot a lessor sum, or should any 





6 devise 


other person, at any future time, desire an apparatus 


for a similar purpose, not an infringement of the 
invention of the said Edison render it necessary, by its 

’ competition in the market, to sell at a lesser sum, then 
the said Edison shall name a leaser sum, to enable the 
said parties of tho second part to compete with the 
said other apparatus with profit, but no discrimination 
‘in the matter of price shall be made between any cor- 
poration or individual, when such corporation desire 
to buy and use in their business, and not for resale to 
others. 


Corporation 
rights. 


« Tn witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands 
and seals, this thirtieth day of January, 1878. 


“THOS. A. EDISON, (suat.] 
“OHAS. A. CHEEVER. [szat.] 
“ GARDINER G.. HUBBARD, [sxat.] 
“U. H. PAINTER. [sEzaL.] 
“«@. L. BRADLEY. (sEa..] 
“ HILBORNEL. ROOSEVELT. {suat.] 


Additional Concession by Edison. 


« Opice of Tus Episoy Speakina Poonograru Co. 
: 66 Ruapy Streer, 
+ 


“New York, January 18, 1879. 


“The Edison Speaking Phonograph Company is 


NowTerritory hereby authorized to manufacture and sell Phonographs 


to any country except—India, Australian Colonies, 
Russia, England, Norway, Sweden, Austria, Germany, 
France, Italy, Spain and Belgium. 

“THOS, A, EDISON.” 





‘ADDITIONAL AGREEMENT. 


« Ofice of Tus Evison Spraxine Puonograrn Co. 
66 Reape Street, 


“New York, January 21, 1879. 


“Tt is hereby agreed between Taos, A. Eprson, of 
Menlo Park, N. J., and the Edison Speaking Phono- B,8.%:,09; re 
graph Co., that the party of the second part will, and (pats to.” 
do hereby waive any claims they may have on said tn the sin. 
Tuos. A. Eprsoy, to return any part of the ten thousand , 
dollars paid him by C. A. Cuunven, ef. al., on the 


signing of the contract for licensing said Cieever, et. al, 
jon re- 


‘to manufacture Phonographs in the United States, and feng. 3. P 


said Edison Speaking Phonograph’ Co. are hereby re- ing unimere 


leased from their obligations to suid Episoy, to pay up eset 
any more capital for the purpose of carrying on the 
manufacture and sale of Phonographa. ; 
“Signed this eighteenth day of January, 1879. 
“GARDINER G. HUBBARD, 
“JU, H. PAINTER, 
“X. H. JOMNSON, 
* Managing Committee of Ef. S. Ph. Co. 
“ TTLOS. A. EDISON. 


“ Witness: 
“§, L. Gnirein.” 












Edison's Toy Contract. 








“THIS AGREEMENT =~ 


“Entered into this seventh day of January, cightcen 
, hundred and seventy-eight, by and between Tuomas 
A. Enisox, of Menlo Park,’ Middlesex county, 
State of New Jersey, and Ontver 1), Russeut, of 










tse’ f°" Wireneas, The said Edison is the inventor of anew 
. method for recording and reproducing therefrom the 
human voice and other sounds, by catising such sounds 
to vibrate a mobile body, the movements of which are 
recorded by indentation, displacement, subtraction 
from or deposit upon any material, and the reproduc- 
tion of the movements of such mobile body, by causing 
its record, or 2 copy thereof, to give motion to another 











a patent in the United States Patent Office, December 
15th, 1877. And whereas, The said Russell is desirous 
of engaging in tho business of manufacturing or having 
manufactured and solling to the toy trade, apparatus 
adapted to the following toys : 







re q te ny am gan GP Fes samen es if 
‘ealijeats or First. To dolls to speak sixty wordsor less, or make 
License. various sounds. 






“Second. To a toy musical box which shall produce 
but one tune, either vocal or instrumental, and suitable 
only for children. 











“Third. To a toy speaking box, which shall repro- 
duce several sentences, containing not more than aixty 
words in all. 














the city, county and State of New York, witnesseth: 


or the same mobile body; for which he did apply for- 
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“Fourth. To toy animals, birds and reptiles, to make 
various sounds, and to male and female human figures 
to utter sixty words or less, . 


“Lith. To toy engines to whistle and imitate the ox- 
haust of steam. 


“Sixth. To toy targels. 


“Therefore be it agreed, That for and in consideration 
of the sum of one dollar, in hand, paid to the said 
Edison, by the said Russell, the reccipt of which is 
hereby acknowledged, and for other and furthér valu- 
able considerations and agreements hereinafter men- 
tioned, the said Edison grants to the said Ruasell, the 
sole and exclusive license and right to manufacture, or ricenso, 
cause to be manufactured, und to sell within the United. 

States only, and for consumption and use in,the United 

States only, and not for export to any forcign country, 

the apparatus applicable to the articles enumerated 
heretofore, and numbered 1, 2, 8, 4, 5 and 6, which 

license and right, and this contract, is to continue for Pred of 

a period of five years from the date hereof. Providing, 

however, That the said Russell does invest sufficient 

capital at once in the business of supplying the toy capital to bo 
trade with such apparatus, and does exercise reasonable °°" 
diligence in prosecuting and estublishing a perma- 

nent business for the sale of such apparatus as herein 

provided; and shall make true and correct returns Heturna of 
under oath, on or before the fifteenth day of each: and 

every month,’ to the said Edison, of all sales of such 

apparatus made and sold or delivered during the pre- 

vious month, and at that time shall well and truly pay 

to the said Edison ton per cent. on the actual selling a” ‘° *° 
price of all articles so made, sold or delivered. 


Consideration 


“It is further agreed, On the part of the said Edison, 
that if at any time during the continuanée of this yew toys. 
agreement, the said Russell desires to apply the appara- 
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tus, herein mentioned, to other toys, not heretofore 
mentioned, then he shall have the right to make and 
sell such apparatus for that application, and it shall 
come under the provisions of this contract. Provided, 
however, That the toy to which the application is de- 
sired to bo made is strictly a toy for the use and amuse- 
ment of children, and which shall not be useful in busi- 
ness transactions or in the arts, seiences,,or for any 
useful purpose, other than for the instruction and 
amusement of children. It being expressly agreed and 
understood by the said Russell, that nothing in this 
contract shall be construed, to give him, the said Rus- 
sell, any right whatsoever to manufacture, or enuse to 
be manufactured, or sell, or grant to others, any rights 
to manufacture or sell any apparatus embodying the 
invention of said Edison, herein set forth, except when 
such apparatusis applied to the toy articles, hereto before 
mentioned, or which may be added thereto as herein 
provided. e ; 

“Tt is further agreed, That the snid Edison will grant, 
and does hereby grant to the said Russell, the right to 
make three speaking phonographs, to be used solely to 
produce original matrices, to enable dies, or electro- 
types or ensts to be made from the records produced by 
such machines, for the rapid multiplication of such 
records to be used in the toys aforesaid, and these ma- 
chines are to be used for no other purpose, 


“Tt is further agreed, That if the said Russell fails to 
render a true and correct monthly statement of all 
sales for each and every month during the continuance 
of this contract, as herein provided, or fails to pay the 
sums due the said Edison, at the periods herein men: 
tioned, or if the total sum paid the said Edison, on 
account of royalty, shall-be less than six thousand 
dollars in each and every year, commencing six months 
from the date hereof, then the said Edison shall have 
tho right to terminate this agreement, and it shall be- 
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come null and void upon giving three months previous 
notice in writing, or the said Edison may in that case 
grant to any other party or parties a license or licenses 
to manufacture such toy apparatus. 
. “Itis further provided, That after the termination of 
this contract, it may, at the option of the said Russell, 
be extended from year to year,during the existence ofeontruee 
the said patent, for the said invention, providing, all 
the provisions of this contract have been carried out in 
good faith, and the royalties paid said Edison have not 
been Jess than six thousand dollars in the year previous 
to the date of its termination, _ 

“Thesaid Russell shall not transfer this license to any 
other party or grant to any party any right or privi- 
loge thereunder, without the consent, in writing, of the Transferring 
said Edison, previously obtained, but the said vights"™# 
may pass to the heirs or executors of said Russell, upon 
the conditions herein contained. 

‘In witness whereof, the parties hereto have hereunto: 
set their hands and senls the day and year first above 
written. ‘ 

“THOS. A. EDISON. 
“ OLIVER D. RUSSELL.” 


“ADDITIONAL TOY AGREEMENT. © 


& Mento Park, N.J., Nov. 5, 1878. 


“The partnership between O. D. Russell and Chas. 
B. Harris, in the matter of the Toy Phouograph Oon- 
tract, having been, by mutual consent, dissolved on 
Oct. 16th, 1878, I, Thomas A. Edison, hereby agree, , 
that O. D. Russell (being now the true and lawful ; 
owner of snid contract), shall transfer, in consideration 
of the sum of one dollar puid, and othor valuable con- 
sideration, one undivided and unencumbered balf terest to oe 
interest in said Toy Phonograph contract to Hilborne pen 
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EB Pca. Le Roosevelt, of the city and State of New York. 
ner Said Roosevelt may associate with him as partners the 
i Edison Speaking Phonograph Company. Iwill waive 
i} Miumaa the matter of the payment of six thousand dollars 
ee ($6000.00) annually as a minimam sam for royalty, in 
New royalty. consideration of a royalty of twenty (20) per cent. being 

paid me on the selling price of the toys, instead of ten 

(10) per cent. 













BDISON’S 


Watch and Clock Contract. 





















“THOMAS A. EDISON. 





* Witness: 
8. L. GrirrFin.” 


“THIS AGREEMENT 


“Entered into, this seventh day of January, cighteen 
hundred and seventy-cight, by and hetween Tuos. 
A. Eprson, of Menlo Park, Middlesex county, 
State of New Jersey, and Daxter M. Somens, of 
the city, county and State of New York, and 
Huzyny I. Davies, of Brooklin, county of Kings; 
and State of New York, witnesseth : 


























-" Additional Toy Agreement between 
Russell and Roosevelt. 

















“Articles of Agreement made this day of Novem- 
ber, 1878, by and between Ontver D. Russent, of 
the city and State of New York, and Hizzoryxe L. 
Roosevett, of the city, county, and State aforesaid. 
* * * * * * 
“ And is further agreed and understood, that inas- 
.. Newbasisof much ag the said Edison has, by written agreement, 
“algned to dated November 5th, 1878, wiived the so-called six 
~~ thousand dollar royalty clause in said original contract, 
substituting in lieu thereof, a royalty of twenty per 
“4 cent. on the selling price of all articles sold under said 
| contract during its continuance, this agreement now 
H referred to becomes a part of this contract, is attached 
heretd, and shall be equally binding on said Edison, 
' said Russell, and said ‘Roosevelt, their successors and 
assigns.” * “* * * * 







“ Wuereas, The said Edison is the inventor of a new 
method for recording and reproducing therefrom the 
human voice and other sounds, by causing such sounds ynvention. 
to vibrate a mobile body, the movements of which are 
recorded by undulation, displacement, subtraction from, 
or deposit‘upon any material, and the reproduction of 
the movements of such mobile body, by causing its 
record or a copy thereof to give motion to another or 
the same mobile body for which he did apply for 
patent in the United Stutes Patent Office, December 
15th, 1877. ‘ 


“And Whereas, The said Somers and Davies, acting 
together and not separately, aro desirous of Applying opject oh cons 
the phonetic apparatus of the said Edison; to clocks '** 
, and watches, to cause such clocks or watches to call 
out the time at certain intervals, and to reproduce 
sounds, singing or short sentences, not exceeding one 
hundred words. Such apparatus being actuated either 



























































































































Consideration 


License. 


Duration of 
contract. 


Diligence to 
be used by 
Licensea, 


Returns to 
Edison. 


Royalty. 


‘eontract is to continue for a period of five years from 


Limitations. be construed to give them, the said Somersand Davies, 
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by the clock or watch movement itself, or from a sub- 
sidiary movement placed within such clock or watch, 
Such words and sounds being solely intended and 
adapted to replace (or to be in addition to) the striking 
and alarm movement in clocks and watches. 


“Therefore be it agreed, That for and in consideration 
of the sum of one dollar, in hand, paid to the snid 
Edison, by the said Somers and Davies, the receipt of 
which is hereby acknowledged, and for other and fur- 
ther valuable considerations and agreements, herein- 
after mentioned, the said Edison grants to the snid 
Somers and Davies, jointly, but not individually, the 
sole and exclusive license and right to manufacture, or 
canse to be manufactured, to apply, as aforesaid, and 
sell within the United States of America only, and for 
consumption or use within the United States only, and 
not for export to any foreign country, the invention of 
said Edison, herein set forth, when applied to clocks 
and watches, for the purpose specified, but for no other 
purpose whatsoever, Which license and right and this 


the date hereof, provided, however, that the said Somers 
and Davies exercisa reasonable diligence in applying 
such invention to clocks and watches, or clocks alone, 
and endeavor to establish a permanent business for the 
sale of such apparatus in the connection mentioned ; 
and shall: make true and correct returns, under oath, 
on or before the 15th day of each and every month, to 
the said Edison, of all ‘sales of such ‘apparatus during 
the previous month for such application, and shall, at 
that time, well and truly pay to the said Edison ten 
per cent. on their actual solling price, which per- 
centage shall amount to not less than one and a-half 
cents for each clock, and one and a-half cents for each, 
watch. It isexpressly agreed and understood by the said 
Somers and Davies, that nothing in this contract shall 
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any right whatsocver, to manufacture or cause to be 
manufactured, or sell, or graut to others any right to 
sell or manufacture any apparatus embodying the in- 
vention of said Edison, except when such apparatus is 
applied to clocks or watches aforesuid, and only for 
the purpose specified, 


“It is further agreed, That if ‘the said Somers and panurete ro- 
Davies fail to render such true and correct monthly "monthly. 
statement of all sales or apparatus, manufaetured or 
caused to be manufactured, tor each and every month 
during the continuance of this contract, as herein pro- 
vided, or fuil to pay the sums due to the said Edison 
for royalty, at the periods herein mentioned, or if the 
total sum paid to snid Edison, on account of royalties, . 
shall be less than three thousand dollars, in each and Ati tmuna, 
every year, commencing six months from the date : 
hereof, then the said Edison shall have the right to ter- 
minate this agreoment, and all rights under it, upon 
giving three months previous notice in writing, or the 7/734" 
said Edison may, in that event, grant to any other 
purty or parties a license or licenses to manufacture 
such apparatus. It is further provided, that after the 
expiration of this contract, it muy, at the option of the 
said Somers aud Davies, be extended from year to year, Extensions. 
during the existence of the patent for the snid inven- 
tion, providing all tho provisions of this contract have 
been carried out in good faith, and the royalty paid 
anid Ediaon has not been jess than three thousand dol- 
lars in the year previous to the date of ‘its termination. 


“tis further agreed, On the part of the said Somers No transfer 
and Davies, that they will not transfer this éontract to mthout eo - 
any other person or. persons without the consent, in | 
writing, of the said Edison, and that they cannot grant 





“any license, or right to manufacture to any other party, 


but in case of death of cither Somers or Davies, or both 
of. them, the rights given by this agreement shall 
extend to the hoirs or executors of the deceased, upon 
the terms herein set forth. 
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; “Ti is further agreed, That the said Edison wi}l grant 
Fhonoarantié and does hereby grant to the snid Somers and Davies 
; : the right to make three speaking phonographs, to be 
used solely to produce original matrices to enable dies, 
electrotypes, or casts to be made from the records, pro- 
duced by such machines for the rapid multiplication of 
such record to be used in the clocks and watches afore- 
said, and these machines are to be used for no other 

purpose. 
















ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION - 


oF THT 


BDISON SPEAKING PHONOGRAPH C0 


Be it known, that we, Wiuuram H. Haywanp, Trt-corporatora. 

ory Cornwen., Winttam K. Apprepauen, Winnarp 
L. Canpgr and Antuoxy Gner, Jr. do hereby associate 
ourselves 2s a body politic and corporate pursuant to the 
provisions of the Statute Laws of the State of Connecticut 
regulating the formation and organization of Joint Stock 
Corporations, nnd the following are the Articles of our 
Association and Agreement. 


ARTICLE I, 


~ The name of gnid Corporation shall be “ The Edison yyy 
Speaking Phonograph Company.” : o 

















“Tn witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands 
and seals the day and year first above written.” 
“ «THOMAS A, EDISON. 
“DANIEL M. SOMERS. 
“ HENRY I. DAVIES.” 
















































ARTICLE I, 


The Capital Stock of said Corporation shall be- Six 
hundred thousand Dollars, and the said Cupital Stock shall 
be divided into Twenty-four thousand shares, of Tiwenty.2°2***- 
five Dollars each share. 






Capital. 










ARTICLE IT. 


Tho purpose for which said Corporation is formed 
is the following, viz: 

To manufacture, rent and sell Phonographic Apparatus, 
and lo buy, own, sell and deal in any Patent-Iight, or any 





Objects, 

























































ation laws. 


Conn. corpor- -The Statute Laws of the Stale of Connecticut, relating to 
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interest in the same, and‘any real or personal properly ne- 
cessary or convenient for the prosecution of said business— 
and generally to do all things incidental to said business and 


to the proper management thereof. 
ARTICLE IV. 























Joint Stock: Corporations, ave hereby particularly referred 
to and made part of these Articles, and the Corporation 
hereby organized and established, under and pursuant 
to said Statute Laws, shall have the powers and proceed 
according to the regulations described and specified 


therein. 


















Location, 












ARTICLE V. 


The said Corporation is established and located in the 
town of Norwalk, county of Fairfield and State of 
Connecticut. ; 

Each Subscriber to theso Articles agrees to fake and 
pay par value of Twenty-five Dollars ($25), for cach share 
of the Capital Stock of said Corporation set opposite their 
respective names. 















Sunsoripers’ Names. No. or SHARES, 







W.K. A ohio Five. 
Wnm.H. Hayward, - « 
Timothy Cornwell, co 
Willard L. Candeo, “ 
._ Anthony Gref, Jr. “ 









Dated at Norwalk, this 24th day of April, 1878. ; 



































19 
BY-LAWS ADOPTED. 


Stockholders’ Meeting, April 20, 1878. 







L 
Enecrions aNp MEETINGs. 

A meeting of the Stockholders of the company shall be annua 
held annually at the office of the company, in the town Mecluse. 
of Norwalk, Slate of Connecticut, on the fourth Tuesday of 
January, for the election of Dyrustees for the ensuing year, 
and for the transaction of such business as may properly 
come before them. 

A notice of the time of holding such Annual Meetings, noticon 
signed by the President or Secretary of the company, 
shall be given in one or more papers published in the 
town of Norwalk, State of Connecticut, and such notice 
shall be published aé least jive days previous to the day 
of holding such mecting, and a copy of such notice 
shall, at least ten days before the meeting, be sent by mail, 
addressed to each Stockholder, at his or her last known 
place of residence, as entered in the Stock Ledger. 


In the event of no election of Trustees being had ony, dinctiodsc: 


the dayappointed for theannual meeting of Stockholders, 
the meeting may be adjourned, or a special meeting 
may be called as hereinafter provided. . 

At all meetings of the Stockholders for the election of 
Trustecs of the company or other purposes, the voting baton 
shall be by “ballot” for the choice of officers, but 
other questions may be decided by “yeas” and “ nays,” 
and each Stockholder shall be entitled to ns many votes 
as he or she shall own shares in the stock of the com- 


' pany, and the majority of the shares represented, in 


person or by proxy, shall decide all questions coming 
before the meetings of Stockholders, except as herein 
otherwise provided for—but no meeting of Stockholders 

shall have power to do any act, except to adjourn, quorum. 
unleas a majority of the capital stock is represented. 
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Special mectings of thle Stockholdors of the company 
may be called by the Secretary from time to time, and 
at any time by direction of the President, or a majority 
of the Trustees, or upon the written request of three 
persons who shall be Stockholders in the company, 
owning at least in the aggregate not less than eight 
thousand shares, whicht-mectings shall be ealled with 
the same notice and in like manner as tho annual 
meetings of the company: at such special meetings 
any business may he transacted as at aunual meetings. 

If from any cause the “President or Seeretary shall 


lect or i d 
ual {oc refuse or neglect to give the proper notice required by 


the by-laws for any annual or special meeting of the 
Stockholders of the company, such meeting or meetings 
may be called, and such notice may be given by the 
Treasurer of the company or by any two Trustees, or 
by any two or more Stockholders of the company, who 
shall hold in the aggregate not less than eight thousand 
shares of the capital stock of the company. ; 





TL.— Trustees. 








There shall be 2 Board of five Trustees, who shall be 
elected. at this, the first meeting of the Stockholders. 
Those Trustees now elected shall hold office until the 
first annual mecting, to wit: the fourth Tuesday of 
January, 1879, or until their successors are clected as 
provided in these by-laws. The Trustees elected at 
or after the first annual meeting, shall hold oflice until 
the next annual meeting, and thereafter until their 
successors aro chosen, 

It shall be the duty of the Sceretary to notify the 
Trustees of their election, and of the first mecting 
which shall be held as soon as practicable after their 
election. They shall thereupon organize and elect 
officers of the company,'as provided in section 8d of 
by-laws. ; 
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The Board of Trustees shall hold quarterly mectings Quatterty | 
for the transaction of such business as may come before Trustees. 
them, on the 15th day of January, April, July and 
October of each year, of which written notice by the 
President or Seerctary shall be given to exch member- 
of the Board, served on him personally, or by leaving 
such notice at their several places of business, or send 
ing the same by mail, at leust six days before the day 
of the mecting. 

At the request of the Trensurer, or the written 
request of any two of the Trustees, it shall be the duty 
of the President or Secretary to call « special meeting 
of the Board of Trustees, in like manuer as herein 
above provided for quarterly mectings. 

Three of the Board being present at any meeting of quoramot 
the Trustees, shall constitute a quorum for the trans." 
action of business. No business shail be dono at any 
meeting of the Trustees, or votes passed, except to 
adjourn, unless s majority of the whole number of 
Trustees are present—and a majority of the whole 
number of Trustees shall be necessary to pass any 
‘resolution, except to adjourn. ; 

In the event of a vacancy in the Board of Trustces, Yacancy tn 
by death or otherwise, the remaining Trustees shall Trustees. 
have power to elect a now Trustee to fill such vacancy. 


At mecting of Stockholders, June 5th, 1878, 


Resolved, That where the word Trustees occurs in the 
by-laws, it shall be changed to Directors. 

That section 2 of the by-laws be changed by inercas- 
ing the number of Directors from five to seven, and 
that four of the Bonrd being present at any meeting of x, 5, 
the Trustees, shall constitute » quorun for the trans- Directors, 
action of business. ; 


At meeting of Stockholders, November 28d, 1878, 


, Resolved, Thut the by-laws be and are hereby amended , 
to enlarge the Bourd of Directors from seven to nine.. 


Trustees, | 


ne : 
ear 









































Eleation of 
Officers, 


‘Vacancy, 


Appointment 
of offlvers, 


Sealed 
instruments, 


Duties ofthe 
President. 


Presidential 
reports, 


Treasurer, 





The officers of the company shall consist of'a President, 
Treasurer and Secretary, who shall be elected by the 
Trustees by ballot, and for one year, or until others are 
elected in their stead; and cither of the above officers 
may be appointed by the Trustees, to serve also as a 


Manager of the company. 


In caso of a vacaney oceurring during the year, for 
which any such officer may be elected, the Trustecs 
shall, fill tlie same by a new election for the unexpired 
term. : 


The Board of Trustees shall have the power to appoint 
from time to time, such other officers, or agents, or 
managers of the company as they may deem best, and 
with such powers as they may think the interests of 
the company require. : 


IV. 


The President shall execute all the sealed instruments 
to be given by the company, as is provided in section 8th 
of these by-laws. 


All business done by the President for the company 
shall be done in its name; and all documents signed by 
him for the company, shall be signed in the name of 
the company, by him, as President. 


The President shall, at the annual mecting of each 
year, make a report to the Stockholders, setting forth 
its business, ‘and giving such general information as 


may be necessary to keep them advised of the general 
affairs of the company. 


Vv. 
In the absence of the President, the Treasurer ‘shall 


pérform all the duties of the President, as provided in 
these by-laws, : 











Tho Deeds, Bonds, Contracts und Agrcomenta, and Buttes of the 


all valuablo papers belonging to the company, shall be 
under the Treasurer’s special charge. The money paid 
for its capital stock, as well ag all other money pnid to 
the company in its transactions, and also all notes, 
drafts, aeveptauces, and other evidences of debt, due 
or to become due to the company, shall be under his 
special charge. [He shall endorse for colléction or dis- 
count, all drafts and acceptances belonging to the 
company. THe shall sign all notes on time or otherwise 
to be given by the company in its dealings, He shall 
keep its funds on deposit in the name of the company, 
in such bank or banks as the Board of Trustees from 
time to time may direct, and draw out the same by 
check as Tyensurer, and to be used only in the trans- 
actions of the company. All his transactions on behalf 
of the company shall be entered on its buoks. 

In the absence of tho Treasurer, from sickness or 
otherwise, he may appoint some one to fill his place 
temporarily. 


Sproat Mrrtina or Srooxnoupers, Dec. 28, 1878. 


Resolved, That the by-laws be, and are hereby amen- 
ded to empower the managing committee, in their dis- 
eretion, to remove the Treasurer and to fill any vacancy 
oceurring in said office by removal, resignation or other- 
wise, subject to revision by the Board of Directors, 


VIL 
The duty of the Secretary shall be to prepare, publish 


and mail all notices for mectings of tho Stockholders puttesatine 
and Trustees, in accordance with the by-laws; attend 8eury. 


and keep a record of tho doings of the Board of 
Trustees at their meetings, and at the meetings of the 
Stockholdors, and transact such other business as may 
be required of him. : . 

It shall be the further duty of the Secretary to keep 
a, book containing the names of all Stockholders of the 





Treasurer, 
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company, to take charge of the Stocl-Certificate book, 
Stock Ledger, Transfer book, and all other books ‘of 
the company, cansing-the necessary entries to be made 
in the same from time to time. In the event of his 
absence, the Presidont or Treasurer may appoint a See- 
retary to fill his place temporarily. 


VIL 


Datica af ths The management of the business detail of the com- 

‘ pany shall he carried on by two managers, to be ap- 
pointed by the Board of Trustees. These managers 
shall have such power,as may be conferred upon them 
by the Board of Trustees, and shall be under the con- 
trol of the Board of Trustees. 


Juxe 5, 1878, av Srockuoupers’ Muctine. 


Resolved,-That section 7, of the by-laws be altered 
by substituting the words ‘of an executive committee 
of four” instead of “ two managers.” . 


Meetine oy Directors, Juty 6, 1878. 


ftesolved, That the by-laws of this company be amen- 
ded so as to reduce the number of the executive com- 
mittee from four to three. be 


Nov, 28, 1878, Srockyonpens’ Murine. 
Resolved, That all the by-laws providing for an ex- 
ecutive committec be, and are hereby abolished. 
Resolved, That G. G. Hubbard, U. I. Painter and E. 
- H. Johnson be, and are hereby appointed a managing 
committee, to have all the powers of the Board of Diree- 
tors, subject to the direetion of the Board of Directors, 


Vil. 


Orthetooks All books and papers ot every description, whether 

and pnpera of < ef 

the Company. or not under the special charge of any officer or agent, 
unless otherwise ordered by the Board of Trustecs, 
shall be kept in the office of the company, and shall be, 


at all times subject to the inspection of the President, 
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Secretary, Treasurer or Trustees of the company, or 
any one of them, at any and all times during business- 
houra—or to any Stockholders representing at least two 
thousand shares of the stock of the company. 

All sealed instruments given by the company, shall 
be signed in the name of the company, and counter- 
signed by its Secretary or Treasurer. 


Ix. 


Tho first Board of Trustees shall prepare and adopt o¢ the geal or 
seal to be used in the transactions of the company, on ‘¢ Company. 
which shall be engraved the nanie of the company, and 
such device as they may decide upon. 


x. 


These by-laws may be altered, amended, added to, or 
taken from at any meeting of the Stockholders or Trustees $itqalions of 
at their diseretion. 


Ar Mrsrine or Directors, Juiy 6, 1878. 
Resolved, That after the present meeting, the by-laws 
be so amended that they cannot be changed, unless - 
notice of such changes be incorporated in the call for 
the meeting. 














1879. Phonograph ~ Foreign (D-79-033) 


This folder contains correspondence relating to the marketing and use of the 
phonograph in Europe, Mexico, and New Zealand. 


All the documents have been filmed except for duplicate copies of 
correspondence. 
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The Edison Speaking Phonograph Company, 


66 READE STREET. 


GARDINER G., HUBBARD, 
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1879. Railroad - Port Huron and Sarnia Railway Companies (D-79-034) 


This folder contains correspondence relating to the business affairs of the 
Port Huron Railway Company and the Sarnia Street Railway Company, in which 
Edison and his brother, William Pitt Edison, had invested. Some of the 
correspondence by William Pitt concerns private financial matters. There are also 
company accounts, which have been filmed after the correspondence. 


All the documents have been filmed. 
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PORT HURON AND SARNIA STREET RAILWAY COMPANIES 


MONTHLY STATEMENTS, 1879 
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1879. Tasimeter (D-79-035) 


This folder contains correspondence relating to the sale of Edison's tasimeter 
and its use for various scientific purposes. 


All the documents have been filmed. 
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1879. Telegraph (D-79-036) 


This folder contains correspondence and other documents relating to 
quadruplex telegraphy. Much of this material deals with. litigation involving 
Edison, Western Union, and the Atlantic & Pacific Telegraph Company. A few of 
the documents relate to acoustic telegraphy and some concern a law allowing 
railroad companies to own telegraph companies. Much of the correspondence is by 
Edison's associates, Josiah C. Reiff and George B. Prescott. 


All the documents have been filmed except for duplicate copies of 
correspondence. 2 
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A Note on the Sources 


The pages which have been 
filmed are the best copies 


available. Every technical . _ 


effort possible has been 
made to ensure legibility. 
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